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Preface
The Brazilian Workshop on Formal Methods (WMF) 2003 is the sixth of a
series of workshops devoted to the dissemination of the development and use
of formal methods for the design and verification of computational systems.
The previous workshops were held in Porto Alegre (1998), Florianpolis (1999),
Joo Pessoa (2000), Rio de Janeiro (2001), and Gramado (2002).
WMF is now a well-established workshop, with a very good reputation
among the academics and research agencies in Brazil. It has also attracted
the interest of international researchers, who have contributed as members
of the Programme Committees, invited speakers, and authors of technical
papers. The recent creation of the Special Commission on Formal Methods,
within the Brazilian Computer Society (SBC), was an added incentive for our
community.
Since 1999, WMF has been a satellite workshop of the Brazilian Sympo-
sium on Software Engineering. This year, WMF took place as a stand-alone
event, promoted by SBC, and organised jointly by the Universidade Federal
de Campina Grande, Brazil, and the Computing Laboratory, University of
Kent, England.
This volume records the contributions from the invited speakers and from
the technical sessions. We present two invited papers, one invited tutorial
(extended abstract), and twelve technical papers, selected out of forty-two
submissions.
The programme committee includes leading researchers representing nine
Brazilian institutions where there is active work in the area of formal methods.
We also had the collaboration of researchers from Australia, France, England,
Portugal, and the United States of America.
Each of the forty-two papers was evaluated by at least three reviewers.
After the evaluation, reports were returned to all the reviewers for discussion
and resolution of conflicts. Based on their recommendations, the steering
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committee concluded the consensus process, and selected the twelve accepted
papers that we present here.
We are grateful to all members of the programme and organising commit-
tees for their hard work, carried out under short deadlines. The commitment
and dedication of the steering committee were invaluable assets. WMF’03
could not have been a reality without the support of our sponsors: CNPq,
CAPES, FME, COPIN-UFCG, COPELE-UFCG. Their recognition of the
importance of this event for the Formal Methods community is greatly ap-
preciated. Finally, we would like to thank all the authors of the invited and
submitted papers and tutorials, and all the participants of the workshop.
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